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Your word
isa lamp

that gives
light
wherever

| walk.
Psalm 119:105 cev)




What's in today’s session?

* Introduction — Good Stories

« Engaging Children: things to consider
* How to Tell a Good Story

* Q&A - Responding to Your Questions
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Get ready

to type In
the chat




What is your

favourite story?




Dhe Thousand
and One Nights

People need stories,
more than bread, itself.
They teach us how to

Sherazada and the Sultan (1849-1856). Persian ||Ve, and Why
miniature by Sani ol-Molk.

Arabian Nights (2000). TV Mini Series
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full engagement to make a
difference in people's lives."

THE POWER OF -

' | “...the more stories young children
' had read to them, the stronger

their ability to imagine what other
people are thinking and feeling”



https://cdn.disciple.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/08104654/The-Power-Of-Story_Online.pdf

The sad part is that we often extract the \)

facts and figures from the story, dry them out |
and then present the desiccated remnants to 1/
our children and wonder why they don’t |

enjoy it, embrace it and believe It. |

/
, \ Daron Pratt - The Power of Story
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The unique challenges in SRE/RI

 Short lesson time
* Limited control over environment

* Different classroom teachers may have
different expectations

* Limited information about students and
contact with families




General Challenges

» Students with different needs, skill levels and prior
knowledge

* Teacher/Instructor/Leader training & experience
* \Volunteer recruitment

* Available resources

» Other events in student’s lives




A note about Additional Needs

* Check with the school about strategies in place

* Use the different age lesson outlines to help select
activities
« Adapt ways to participate e.g. instead of whole

group discussions, break into smaller groups, write or
draw a response etc.




Free Resource

Spotlight on Adapting Lessons for
Students with Additional Needs

Responding well to diversity in today’s classes i1s one of the most important things
a teacher can do, as well as one of the most challenging.’ There are many small
changes you can make which will make a big difference to your students.

Adapting Lessons

GodSpace is designed to support diverse needs. The lesson notes and
teaching tips often provide points to consider for different students. Check
the different age groups for activities that best suit your students. The
lesson aim will remain the same, but how you get there might be different.
This might include:

o
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Quick Tips - Behaviour Guidance

* Clear expectations Engaging Students

PY I n St ru Ct i O n S Children - all unil:Iue and wonderfu"y made!
God has made each child unique, with different gifts, abilities and preferences.

Some are quick to understand words, logic or spatial relations. For others, music,

* Guidelines for pa rtici P ation e e T e

etc Activity Choices P
O Choose a variety of activities, not just what you are comfortable with. ﬂ qo

O Make sure you choose activities from each section: Question, Explore, Discover

* Transitions o e e i S

Classroom Management

[ ]
Y A positive classroom environment supparts leaming outcomas for all children. Often we think about classroom management
I in the negative sense - how to avoid challenging behaviour and keep students on task_ Classroom management is much
more than this, nofice when things are going smoothly and what you can lsamn from this too.

Top Tips for Classroom Management

O Provide Clarity
Provide clear instructions and expectations for students, especially when starting something new. Stick to your
expectations.

| ] | ]
O Foous on the Positive
Model and acknowledpe positive behaviour. Students will follow your lead. Catch students who need more
redirection when they are engaging well and praise them.

O Know Your Students
Learning student's names and something about them supports communication, empathy and engagement.







Student Engagement:
What are some

challenges for you?
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Jesus told stories







ve...G0d...with all yout ¢ heart....
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Jesus told stories

An example or
prompt for people to
reflect on







Question - Explore - Discover

Question
What students know about the Big Idea

Explore
What the Bible teaches about the Big Idea

Discover
How students will respond to the Big Idea




Adventurers ‘

Question

© Wnat's In My Bag? (2-3min)
You will need: a bag or bax confaning 3-4 Hams jor aymboals) mportant 1o you such 2s: a photo of
your famdy. a souwenit your own Sibie, somefhing given to you as 2 presant.
fnwite students  guess what's nside. As oach Rem is rovadiod, share why £ i3 important to you

© Thinking Song (4-Smin) (7 (»)

Seo Bxplorors Lasaon 1.

Sing: Our God & 8 Groat B God oy Vineyard Kids ammangad by Phil Davidaon,
© Instruction Game - Drawing (3-4min) (i) £

Ask for 3 vounteer 1o sand with Peir back I e acroen. Sve hem 2 Sick Sea and pepec
Display the FFT or pant from e POF. Give ono Instruction 22 2 time to heip the studants draw he
poare on he scmen. (Sae instuctions on FPT or FOE) Compare thatr crawing ©© the criginal
Asic What was simiar and dfferent? Can you toli what £ 57

Uink: Thesa amn sketctes, but Ioday wa will ba we will be looking at e amazng things God made.

© Unit 1 infroduction Video: Expioring With Goober (1min) ()
See Bxplorors Lasson 1.

Explore

© Videe: In the Beginning (5-8min) ()
Soo Exploners Lasson 1.

© God's World {S-6min) (5 (+)
Use the sryialing pcases on the FFT or FOF 1o ol tha sory.
Say: In he Seginning tere was anly God. God made overyhing om noing. The sarth was dark and
had no Ife, but God waa working. .. On the first day of creaton, God said, ‘Let e be iy e
appoarsd. God 53,1t & gond”. On the 3000nd 2y, God said tha earh should have an atma
Wi clouds in e 3ky and water on Be oath. And It fappenad a3 he said. On the hind @
shat ary iend and water should separate. And Bha’s what happenad. Ho said plants should 4
ground, and ey od. God 52k, 1t i good”. On the fourth dey, God said thers shauid be 1)
o and moon and stars. And there waa. God axd, 'R Is good’. On the 11th day, God filed 96 5x)
birds and croafures Iving In he seas and waters. And | happenad just [ke he saic God oaid. 'k B
good’, On: tha st day God $¥ed the land with animals. Bot that waon't ail .. He alac mads pecpls
Feaple 2r0 wecial D God. God put them I chame of everyhing he made. Pecpio wars made ¥ know
God and be I him. When God saw evarytning that ho had made, he said it was wary good. The Bble
3y3 thet the whole wnivarse and averyting I It 1s God's creation. He made 1t and ho undemancs ¢
best. He knows Mow [t shousid work. This yaar wo will lam about e with God In hia werld.

Discover

© About Genesis 1 (3-4min)
Asic What o we dacower 2bout God? Mo maede svevydhing ) About paccis? (Thay wen impariant )
Weat o God asi pecpie © 07 (Be n cherpe.)
Say: Wo's find out mom about this next lesson.

© GodSpace Prayer (2-3min)
Show 2 pinwheel or Saather and biowon £
Say: We can't see our braath, but 30metimes wo Can oo what ft doos. W can't 500 God, 2ut we o
200 what he has made.
Ask students D Sink about what they might lsam about God his year.
lowtie fom to pray with you, 23king God 1o help them laam.
© Unit 1 Bible Verse (3-<4min)
See Explorors Lasson 1.
O Adventurers (5-8min)
Complete fo activities while ishning 1o Jesus &5 e Ona Who Made the Unrvarse by Cuz Worx.

Finish Of
Say: The Bibie vl us that God made sventhing and everyona. He wants pecpie 10 ive the way hat
Iz best.
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Explore
O Video: In the Beginning (5-6min) E]

O God’s World (5-6min) -

Adventurers

(Stase l)
Ses lo L 1.
xplorers Lesson lesson |

Use the storytelling pictures on the PPT or PDF to tell the story. |
Say: In the beginning there was only God. God made everything from nothing. The earth was dark and
had no life, but God was working. .. On the first day of creation, God said, ‘Let there be light’. And light
appeared. God said, It is good’. On the second day, God said the earth should have an atmosphere,
with clouds in the sky and water on the earth. And it happened as he said. On the third day, God said
that dry land and water should separate. And that’s what happened. He said plants should cover the
ground, and they did. God said, ‘It is good’. On the fourth day, God said there should be light from the
sun and moon and stars. And there was. God said, ‘It is good’. On the fifth day, God filled the sky with
birds and creatures living in the seas and waters. And it happened just like he said. God said, ‘It is
good’. On the sixth day God filled the land with animals. But that wasn't all__ . He also made people.
People are special to God. God put them in charge of everything he made. People were made to know
God and be like him. When God saw everything that he had made, he said it was very good. The Bible
says that the whole universe and everything in it is God's creation. He made it and he understands it
best. He knows how it should work. This year we will leam abourt life with God in hus world.



Question

© What's In My Bag? (2-3min)
Fou will neet 2 bag or box comiaining 3-4 Aems jor symbols) imporkant o pow such s: a phols
ot your family, & scuvank, your own Etbla. something piven Io yow 2s 2 present.
i shudanis i puess what's inside. Aa sach item i rewsalesd, shans woy i important o pon
© What Does he Bible Say About Creation? (3-4minj (I 7
Waa the Unit1_Lesmon 1508 or pictures fom Be POF, I infmduca T craabion acoount e ona fat
has the purposs of Salling pacple wihe caaisd e weorkd, mihar than baing a sciantific acoount.

© Gatting Staried [3-4min)
Soo Rzviganmr Lesaon 1.
© Unit 1 introduction Video: Expioring With Goober (1min) (]
‘Wiabch Unf ! indroaiuctins Mo tngaher as Boober inboouces Bod the Creaior, his creafon
Inohuiing pangla; and Jesus,
imk: Tyt wea N husar from e wery Sirst chapter iIn T whola Bisla. (Rioky' op CEV Sibde )

Explore

© Creafion Story (B-Smin) () =7
Soo Rzviganmr Lesaon 1.
e What oo Fe Bible say God did™ What doea Bhis ooy about SodT About peopls T
Say We'll hear mom abows Bis naxt lessan,

O Creafion Drawing (5-Gmin)
Disiribesis A4 paper in sach siudems and ask e siuedents ook ther paser imio sin squares.
Ty can labed aach squares s Day 1, Day 2, Doy 3. Day 4, Day'S and Dy & and wse e back for
Dy 7.
Sary: We ams paing o lisizn io e siony of creabon from e Bible. E i found in Senesis 1. As you
are istaning, try o draw everyihing you haar on sach of B day
“m1mhmmuﬂ'ﬁmmml
Do What doss e Bibls say about God? 'What was special about paopie™ Wi spacial i
o Thary givenT Wht happssned on the last oy WhyT (T rosing ood bovauss b s S
baxt DacaLss by wansind fo onyoy aif Bt b by made, |
Conchsde: This pessage from the Bible falls 1 about e many thinga God has craried for s o
anjry. Emnyihing God hes made heips us o know who God 15 and bis preat iove for

Discover

© Knowing God (2-3min)
Asic ¥ you ocoukd ask God amydhing, what wouid you @k him'T What would pou B o ow mon
aboe?
Allow stxants f0-opporunity 1o witt questions down, They may be oolected, place in a
question bOw, or WiTSen in Bl sudent magazings.
Say: Thia yeer, we will have he chance to expion aoma of thosa questions and Boughts about
i50d and about our ees.

© Prayer (2-3min)
Think-Pair-Share What are your tavourie fings asos crasion?
Inwiis shudaris i reflact or proy wiih pow as oo Fank God for creating those hings.
© Voyagers Magazines (5-7min)
Complels Fo activies Fat ack shudants T raflect on e pemage.
Lisisn i My Sest Fraone by The Lads whils mmhm@

[Finish O
Sary: This year we will ba looking at differont parts of e Bibis 1o axpiore who Sod is.

pHOA 5 P05 Ul Buan
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See Navigators Lesson 1.
Ask: What does the Bible say God did? What does this say about God? About pec,
Say: We'll hear more about this next lesson.

O Creation Drawing (5-6min)
Distribute A4 paper to each students and ask the students to fold their paper into six squares.

They can label each square as Day 1, Day 2, Day 3, Day 4, Day 5 and Day 6 and use the back for
Day 7.

Say: We are going to listen to the story of creation from the Bible. It is found in Genesis 1.As you
are listening, try to draw everything you hear on each of the days.

Read Genesis 1 from the CEV Bible or play the audio track Genesis 1. @

Discuss: What does the Bible say about God? What was special about people? What special role
were they given? What happened on the last day? Why? (God rested, not because he was tired
but because he wanted to enjoy all that he had made.)

Conclude: This passage from the Bible tells us about the many things God has created for us to
enjoy. Everything God has made helps us to know who God is and his great love for us.

of

ers

Explore Voyag
O Creation Story (6-8min) '




Why pair
storytelling

: : with student
Stories are relational engagement?
Jesus told stories

-

Often how we explore the Bible

Good skills practise N
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SRE/RI issues

» Students wanting to tell you everything
e ‘Heard it before’
* Never heard it before

« Comments about different views ‘e.g. my ‘
dad said...’ ‘in science...’ -




- Telling a Good"
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| Preparation

| Skills




Spotlight on Storytelling

It is through stories that we discover who we are.!

They engage our thoughts, feelings, imagination, memaory and experience. Through story
Wwe pass on culture and values. Much of Scripture is written in narrative form and Jesus
regularly used stories (or parables) fo teach about God. Storytelling is often how the
biblical content of a lesson is shared with students.

Top Tips for Storytelling

O Read the Story
Read from both the Bible passage, and the lesson outlines. In GodSpace sessions
ihe story supports the aim of the lesson. Keep lesson aims and outcomes in mind
as you read the story.

Flow
All stories have a beginning, middle and end. Thers are peopls (or characters), a estting and action. How does
this play oart in your story? What part should be emphasized as the key moment in the story?

Tone and expression

0Onca you have the fiow of the story, add meaning through your voice and expression. Start at a neutral level 5o
that you can increase or reduce your volums. Remember a quiet voice can draw listenars in, cometimas even
better than a loud one. What tone, facial expressions, body language or gestures will add to the emotion in the

story?

Timing
Make sure you speak slowly and clearly so that you can be well undersiood. At times changing your speed, or
4 pause, can increass the action - but uee this eparingly.

Enthusiasm
Practics tefling the story aloud, so that you are familiar with it and can make eye contact with your audienca.




Preparation

Read the story, Bible
passage & lesson notes

* |Is there anything to note for your group?
-

( Practise telling the story




This script accompanios the PPT slides for Lavi Follows Jasus.

Ask: Doaes anyons KNow what tax 127 (Money pecple pay to the
govermnment.)

Say: In Australla, everyons who wWorke has fo pay tax to the
gowermnment. It was the zame In Jesus' day. except pecple would
ghwe thalr money to tax collactors for the Roman governmant.
Thesza tax colisciors wers known for belng greedy and dizhonast.
They would azk peopis for mors money and then keep the axtra
for themsaahves. Tax colisctors wans not llked and they didnt have
many frismnde.

The Blbie tellz us that thens was a 1ax collector calisd Lavi.

Az Evan though Levwl had bots of monsy - do you think na
iooks happy? Why not?

Say. After Jezws had healed the man who couldn't walk, ha
I y weant out and saw Lewl working.

AZK: Whnat might Jesus have 2ald to Lewi? (Don't be gready)

Say: Jesus sald to Levi, ‘Follow me.” Jesus knew who Lav

Waz. He knew what Lavi had done.

Ak Wy do you think Jesus asked Lavi to foliow him? What
‘nes thiz tell us about Jesus?

Say: Lavl would have baan =0 surprnssd that Jesus was

choosing him - all peopls - to be hia friand

Ask: How couwld Levi rezpond?

Say: The Bible zays that Levi got up and went with Jasuz.
Ha left evarything behind - hiz monay - hia job. He left
everything to follow Jesus.



DEawing

3 Props

p |
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Explore

O Jesus Has Power Over Death (6-8min)

Prepare four large wooden ‘people’, a strip of bandage and a box with a lid. Sit near a table. /
Say: Jesus had three very good friends. They were Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary. (Place

three wooden people on a table.) One day, Lazarus got very sick. (Lie ‘Lazarus™ down.) :

Mary and Martha knew that Jesus was teaching nearby. (Place ‘Jesus’ at the other end of the table.)

They knew that Jesus loved them. And they knew that Jesus could make their brother better. So, they - —
quickly sent someone to tell Jesus about Lazarus. ’




Skills

/—

\_

Expression

* Voice & tone
* Body language & facial expression

/—

.

Flow of the Story

e Pace
o Structure / Where is the drama??




Attitudes / Mindset

Calm-attentive

Be
=l ERS Interest, passion, wonder

Wondering questions, adapt,

Be Curious flexible, problem-solve




The Storytelling Roller-Coaster

@) skills for Kids' Ministry

VIDEO FOUR:

Telling Stories




Considering Interruptions

 Context information — discuss before or after

* Application — discuss after OR give students a prompt
to ‘listen for’ whilst the story is told

* Expectations — discuss before / practice before

* Drama - ‘audience expectations’
* Instructions for participation c

> e.g. actions for specific words § ~
* ‘'you’ll see We’'ll discuss this afterward.’




Drama
ActionS

foraudience’

Characters: Narrator, Person 1, Person 2, Friend 1, Friend 2, Friend 3, Friend 4T8m
Teacher 2 and Jesus.

Narrator: Jesus grew up in an area called Galilee. He started travelling around

to teach people about God and to heal all kinds of sicknesses. People saw that
there was something different about Jesus and news spread when he returned

home.

Person 1: Let’s go hear Jesus teach.
Person 2: We better hurry if we want to get close.

Narrator: There soon grew a crowd so large that no one could get through the
front door. Four men arrived carrying their friend who couldn’t walk on a mat.

Friend 1: We’re too late. Look at all the people. There’s no way we can get
through.

Friend 2: But we need to see Jesus. He can heal our friend.

Friend 3: I've got an idea. Follow me.

State suidelines




Considering Interruptions

* Student Questions
* Quick answer, or wait until after
» Ask students to write on post-it notes

» Storytelling questions
* E.g. How might Mary have felt? What would you do?

* These can keep students engaged in the story, but
they may also distract. Practise. Be Flexible.

* If needed, skip and return to later.




Providea prompt:
oF Ssomething to
Jlook for’




Considering
Interruptions

\/

What if 1 need to respond to
student’s behaviour??




Developing your

storytelling will
PREPARATION

* Review materials  z= * Expression
 Rehearse A\ S

RIDING THE
ROLLER-COASTER
 Present

« Enthusiastic ) * Get into the Story
e Curious ¢ Stay In the StOry




Considering

What if | need to respond Intertuptions
to Student behaviour ? /

* Try storytelling techniques to keep your lesson engaging

* Try responding in minimal ways (avoid interrupting if possible)
* Redirecting with a look or gesture, or short phrase
« Use an attention grabber
« Comment on positive behaviour

« Check out the next section of encouraging the story to speak
 Reflect on your lessons and/or talk with others for advice
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Telling Stories

Full Video Link

VIDROFOUR: e Note: This video is for all
: : ote: This vi |
Te“mg Stories children’s ministry contexts.

Some ideas may not be
suitable for SRE/RI classes.

@  Skills for Kids' Ministry



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wpfha3hIPso

Student Participation

Getting Started Troubleshooting
» Clear expectations - Consider your expectations

» Start small « Consider who will be
« Keep it short / simple volunteers

* Have an attention grabber  How is this managed?
ready « What will other students do




Trusting the Story

* Be encouraged that the word of God is active and alive

 Allow students opportunity to ask questions, and work out what
they think for themselves

* Include open-ended Discover activities in your lesson
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Selecting resources

lcons - Age Guidelines
Use if helpful




charing Jesus with kids everywhe,,

Enter search terms

All Curricula

The Good Shepherd

1300-PUPPETS
o Emma | Sign out info@ quizworx.com.au e

ABOUTUS + WHATWEDO +

All Types All Media

All Series

The Good Shepherd Music Video

1300-787-738

RESOURCES + PARTNER WITH US m

THE GOOD SHEPHERD

HOME DELIVERY

-

QUIZ WORX MUSIC

Man Through the Roof




Selecting resources

lcons - Age Guidelines Check suitability
B . cCheck with
YouTube Approved Provider
Consider copyright

@iﬁiz WGFW ‘School Delivery’
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Practise, Practise, Practise!

* 'Sing into your hairbrush’

 Pick an area to work on — don’t try and improve everything at
once

» Watch other storytellers in action -
« Watch Playschool
* Quiz Worx
* Preachers and Comedians
* Library Story Times

* Reflect on what worked and what didn’t




How couldistories
_ help with these
SRE/RI Short lesson time = ISSues?

\\\

—

O g1z1l=1gfe[=15 Limited class info / resources / set-up |

Different teacher expectations

Student comments
‘Heard it before’ / Never heard it before

Distractions

Student needs / experiences

Crizillaric)=5  Teacher experience / limited resources

Volunteer Recruitment



PREPARATION

* Review materials  z= * Expression
* Rehearse R\

RIDING THE
ROLLER-COASTER
* Present

. Enthusiastic » Get into the Story
» Curious » Stay in the Story
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