
Storytelling 
& Engaging    
Children

GodSpace

Training





What’s in today’s session?

• Introduction – Good Stories 

• Engaging Children: things to consider

• How to Tell a Good Story

• Q&A – Responding to Your Questions



A Good 
Story



Get ready 
to type in 
the chat



What is your 
favourite story?



People need stories, 

more than bread, itself.

They teach us how to 

live, and why.

Arabian Nights (2000). TV Mini Series

Sherazada and the Sultan (1849-1856). Persian 

miniature by Sani ol-Molk.

One Thousand 
and One Nights



By 
Daron
Pratt

Link to Article

https://cdn.disciple.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/08104654/The-Power-Of-Story_Online.pdf


The sad part is that we often extract the 

facts and figures from the story, dry them out 

and then present the desiccated remnants to 

our children and wonder why they don’t 

enjoy it, embrace it and believe it.

Daron Pratt - The Power of Story



Engaging Children:
A few considerations



The unique challenges in SRE/RI 

• Short lesson time

• Limited control over environment

• Different classroom teachers may have 
different expectations

• Limited information about students and 
contact with families



General Challenges

• Students with different needs, skill levels and prior 
knowledge

• Teacher/Instructor/Leader training & experience

• Volunteer recruitment

• Available resources

• Other events in student’s lives



A note about Additional Needs

• Check with the school about strategies in place

• Use the different age lesson outlines to help select 
activities

• Adapt ways to participate e.g. instead of whole 
group discussions, break into smaller groups, write or 
draw a response etc.



Free Resource



godspace.org.au

godspace.org.au


Quick Tips – Behaviour Guidance

• Clear expectations
• Instructions

• Guidelines for participation 
etc

• Transitions

• Attention Grabbers

Relationships

Free 
Resource



Q&A
Chat



What are some 
challenges for you?



Why Pair With 
Storytelling?



Relational

Jesus told stories

explore the Bible







Relational

Jesus told stories

explore the Bible

An example or 
prompt for people to 

reflect on



Relational

Jesus told stories

Often how we explore the Bible



Question - Explore - Discover

Question 
What students know about the Big Idea

Explore 
What the Bible teaches about the Big Idea

Discover
How students will respond to the Big Idea



Adventurers 
(Stage 1)
Lesson 1



Voyagers 
(Stage 3)
Lesson 1



Stories are relational

Jesus told stories

Often how we explore the Bible

Good skills practise

Why pair 
storytelling 
with student 
engagement?

godspace.org.au


SRE/RI issues

• Students wanting to tell you everything

• ‘Heard it before’

• Never heard it before

• Comments about different views ‘e.g. my 
dad said…’ ‘in science…’



Telling a Good 
Story



Preparation

Skills

Attitudes

The Roller-Coaster



Free 
Resource



Preparation

• Is there anything to note for your group?

Read the story, Bible 
passage & lesson notes

Practise telling the story 



Picture 
Story



Drawing 
& Props



Skills

• Voice & tone

• Body language & facial expression

Expression

• Pace

• Structure / Where is the drama?

Flow of the Story



Attitudes / Mindset

Calm-attentive
Be Present

Interest, passion, wonder

Be 
Enthusiastic

Wondering questions, adapt, 
flexible, problem-solve

Be Curious



The Storytelling Roller-Coaster



Considering Interruptions

• Context information – discuss before or after

• Application – discuss after OR give students a prompt 
to ‘listen for’ whilst the story is told

• Expectations – discuss before / practice before
• Drama – ‘audience expectations’

• Instructions for participation 
> e.g. actions for specific words

• ‘you’ll see……. We’ll discuss this afterward.’



Drama & 
Actions

State guidelines 
for ‘audience’



Considering Interruptions

• Student Questions
• Quick answer, or wait until after

• Ask students to write on post-it notes

• Storytelling questions
• E.g. How might Mary have felt? What would you do?

• These can keep students engaged in the story, but 
they may also distract. Practise. Be Flexible. 

• If needed, skip and return to later.



Video

Provide a prompt 
or something to 

‘look for’



What if I need to respond to 

student’s behaviour??

Considering 
Interruptions



ATTITUDES

• Present

• Enthusiastic

• Curious

RIDING THE 
ROLLER-COASTER

• Get into the Story

• Stay in the Story

PREPARATION

• Review materials

• Rehearse

SKILLS

• Expression

• Flow

Developing your 
storytelling will 

help



What if I need to respond 
to student behaviour?

• Try storytelling techniques to keep your lesson engaging

• Try responding in minimal ways (avoid interrupting if possible)
• Redirecting with a look or gesture, or short phrase

• Use an attention grabber

• Comment on positive behaviour

• Check out the next section of encouraging the story to speak

• Reflect on your lessons and/or talk with others for advice

Considering 
Interruptions



Allowing the 
Story to Speak



Telling Stories

Full Video Link
Note: This video is for all 

children’s ministry contexts. 

Some ideas may not be 

suitable for SRE/RI classes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wpfha3hIPso


Student Participation

Getting Started
• Clear expectations

• Start small

• Keep it short / simple

• Have an attention grabber 
ready

Troubleshooting

• Consider your expectations

• Consider who will be 
volunteers
• How is this managed?

• What will other students do



Trusting the Story

• Be encouraged that the word of God is active and alive

• Allow students opportunity to ask questions, and work out what 
they think for themselves

• Include open-ended Discover activities in your lesson



A Note on 
Resources



Select from 
slides needed

Delete unused 
slides



Selecting resources

Icons - Age Guidelines

Use if helpful

‘School Delivery’





Selecting resources

Icons - Age Guidelines

‘School Delivery’

• Check suitability 

• Check with 

Approved Provider

• Consider copyright

YouTube



Developing Your 
Capacity



Practise, Practise, Practise!

• ‘Sing into your hairbrush’

• Pick an area to work on – don’t try and improve everything at 
once

• Watch other storytellers in action - 
• Watch Playschool

• Quiz Worx

• Preachers and Comedians

• Library Story Times

• Reflect on what worked and what didn’t



SRE/RI 
Challenges

Short lesson time

Limited class info / resources / set-up

Different teacher expectations

Storytelling 
Challenges

Student comments

‘Heard it before’ / Never heard it before

Distractions

General 
Challenges

Student needs / experiences

Teacher experience / limited resources

Volunteer Recruitment

How could stories 
help with these 

issues?



ATTITUDES

• Present

• Enthusiastic

• Curious

RIDING THE 
ROLLER-COASTER

• Get into the Story

• Stay in the Story

PREPARATION

• Review materials

• Rehearse

SKILLS

• Expression

• Flow
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