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All About

Questions

Using and responding
to questions with
students




Welcome

* GodSpace Curriculum — Question!

* Creating space for questions
* Responding to student’s questions

* Q&A!
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What is a Question?

A sentence worded or expressed so as to elicit information from a
person; a query, an enquiry. [Oxford English Dictionary, 2023]

A question is something that you say or write in order to ask a person
about something. [Collins Dictionary, 2023]
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EXPLORE DISCOVER g
' Asking questions is the key to learning. Exploration brings deeper Discovery leads to meaningful
|
| comprehension. conclusions.
|

{ /GodSpace

:


https://christianri.org.au/
https://www.christiansre.com.au/

Purple Theme
Questions about Life with God

Join us for a year of questions about life with God!

GodSpace Purple invites students to consider some of the big questions about God and
Jesus and what answers can be found in the Bible.

Students will encounter -

O God - who God is and how people can have a relationship with him
O Jesus - what he has done and how he makes a difference

O Faith - people living God’s way, both in the Bible and up to today
- 80 they can reflect on what life with God could look like.
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The Year at a Glance

Purple

GodSpace Purple: Questions About God
Theme

Unit I: Questions About God and Me

Theme: Living God's Way Lessons:
*Introduction (Lesson Download)

Overview: This unit explores some foundational questions about God and
people. Students will explore how the Bible answers these questions and 1 Finding the Answers: The Bible

reflect on thewr own relationship with God. 2 Who 1s God? (Genesis 1-2:4)
Aim: To explore questions about God and people and to discover that 3 Does God Know Me? (Psalm 139:1-18, 23-24)
answers to these questions can be found in the Bible. 4 How Do | Make Good Choices? (Genesis 2:9,

15-17; 3:1-13, 20-24)

Unit 2: How Is Jesus Different?

Theme: Jesus’ Life and Lessons Lessons:
5 Power Over Nature (Luke 8:22-25)

' »
Overview: Students will consider the question ‘How 1s Jesus different?’ l

The stones focus on some of the extraordinary things Jesus did, including 8 Power Over Sickness (John 5:1-16)
his power over nature, sickness and death, and also his power to change 7 Power Over Death (Luke 7:11-17)

people’s lives. 8 Power to Change Lives (Luke 19:1-10)
’ Aim: To consider the question ‘How is Jesus different?’ by exploring stories *Easter Lesson (See page 226)
‘ L of Jesus showing lis power over nature, sickness and death and also s

‘\\ power to change people’s lives
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What is a Question?

A sentence worded or expressed so as to elicit information from a
person; a query, an enquiry. [Oxford English Dictionary, 2023]

A question Iis something that you say or write in order to ask a person
about something. [Collins Dictionary, 2023]

A problem for discussion or under discussion; a matter for investigation.
[Dictionary.com, 2023]
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Question
What students know about the Big ldea

Explore
What the Bible teaches about the Big Idea

Discover
How students will respond to the Big ldea
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Lesson
Outline

Section 1:
Question

AL
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Adventurers @

Question

O Wondering About God (2-3min)
See Explorers Lesson 1.
Link: This year we'll sée If we can answer some of those God questions, using the Bible.

O Unit 1 Bible Verse (3-5min)
Ask: What do you know about the Bible? (Accept responses )
Show different Bibles from Uniti_Lesson1 ppt, the POF of bring in some exampies. () (#*1)
Say: Bibles come In all colours and sizes. Some people have the words of the Bible on eir phone or
device. Everyone's Bible says the same things about God_ Here Is something | read at the very start of
the Bible: 'In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth ' (Gen 1.1, CEV)
Ask: What does that tell you about God? (Accept responses )
Link: The Bible answers many questions about God.

O Unit 1 Introduction Video: Questions With Goober (2-4min) (»)
Play the video to introduce the Unit 1 theme: Questions About God and Me.
Ask: What's a question about God and us that you hope we'll be able to answer from these lessons?

Explore

O A Guiding Light (3-4min) (&) f*)
Display the PPT slide of Psaim 119:105
Say: A long time ago a king wrote these words about God's Word, the Bible. What do you think he
meant? How could words be like a light 1o guide us?
If prompts are needed ask: How does light help us? (Helps us not to trip or fall, see what things are
really like. Helps us feel safe and comfortable. ) How could the Bible help us?

© Song: Your Word (3-4min) (73)
Play Your Word by Bermnie Killen or God's Word Is a Light by Colin Buchanan while displaying the image

from A Guiding Light
Ask the class to see If they can work out how the song relates to the image

Display the words of Psaim 119:105
Ask: How could words be like a light to guide us? (See activity above for prompts if necessary.)

O What's so Good About the Bible (4-6min)
See Explorers Lesson 1
Discover

© Unit 1 Bible Verse Rhyme (1-2min)
As you teach this unit. work towards the class saying the myme in two groups. one group 1o pose the
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Learning
Outcome

Adventurers will use
a given Image, music
and movement to
say how the Bible

1S ke a guiding

light to answer our
questions about God.

Resources
List
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Questions... Why Bother?
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Question for
Reflection
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Questions... Why Bother?

Express feelings,

@ ideas, dilemmas

* Develop a sense of self * Deepen understandings
* Consider other » Make connections
perspectives * Apply and evaluate
knowledge
ON * Create and problem solve
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Resources

f mo'll\“i“.‘“g l"
Th. qd'd“mgg.:;“o Edu cﬂﬁm l

Study of Special
Religious Education
and its value to

contemporary society | ==

What’s In It?

» Benefits of SRE/RI
« Recommendations for SRE/RI
« This is a summary of the research findings

Quote: Gross, Z., & Rutland, S. D. (2021). Special religious education in Australia and its value to contemporary society. Springer International Publishing AG. | Image: mccrindle.com.au



mccrindle.com.au

How to support students to...?

QB Express feelings, ideas, dilemmas

* Develop a sense of self
 Consider other perspectives

Q0
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4" The teachers built an
atmosphere of trust

with the children who
felt free to express
their feelings and

existential dilemmas.

Quote: Gross, Z., & Rutland, S. D. (2021). Special religious education in Australia and its value to contemporary society. Springer Intemational Publishing AG. | Image: mecrindle.comau
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Values for reflective teaching

&
and religious education
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Examples

* Respect for the different levels of the students’ beliefs and
home practices

* Non-judgmental
* Provide time for students to respond or reflect
* Acknowledge all responses with kindness and openess

Q0
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Reference: Gross, Z., & Rutland, S. D. (2021). Special religious education in Australia and its value to contemporary society. Springer International Publishing AG



Including all students

Phrases

* ‘Who else was going to say that?’
* ‘Does anyone have ideas?’

* ‘What do others think?’

* ‘Would you like to add to that?’

Q0
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Including all students

Ideas

* Pairs/Small Groups
* (Optional) Sharing group responses with class

* Writing, drawing, miming responses
* Thumbs Up/Down - agree or disagree
* Try adjusting seating to a circle
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How to support students to...?

Develop thinking and learning

* Deepen understandings

* Make connections

* Apply and evaluate knowledge
* Create and problem solve
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Thinking Skills

BLOOM'S TAXONOMY — COGNITIVE DOMAIN (2001)

‘ CREATING

Use information to create something new

‘EVALUATING

Examine information and make judgments

HIGHER-ORDER
THINKING SKILL%

ANALYZING

Take apart the known and identify relationships
_rA"P”'NG

Use information in a new (but similar) situation

UNDERSTANDING
Grasp meaning of instructional materials

0D ¢ REMEMBERING
Recallspecific facts
~ - N T W ~_ W T
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LOWER-ORDER
THINKING SKILLS



https://citt.ufl.edu/resources/the-learning-process/designing-the-learning-experience/blooms-taxonomy/blooms-taxonomy-graphic-description/
https://citt.ufl.edu/resources/the-learning-process/designing-the-learning-experience/blooms-taxonomy/blooms-taxonomy-graphic-description/
https://citt.ufl.edu/resources/the-learning-process/designing-the-learning-experience/blooms-taxonomy/blooms-taxonomy-graphic-description/

& | Creating

Applying
@ UnderStandlng Meaning of the information
%) Remembering

Making something new / problem-
solving

Make judgements about information

Break down and make connections
between information

Use information in a new context

Recall information

Adapted from
he.lo -

h ArNing-expe .‘1 "'-mu -taxonomy/blooms-taxonomy-araphic-
description/ on 13/07/2023
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' Can you draw a picture about  + What could be helpful for ~+ Does this story remind you
how Jesus helps people? someone your age? anything else you know about

* What would you do if you were =~ * What was the best way to Jesus?
in the story? respond? Why? » What is similar and different

* What was your favourite part? between how these people
Why? responded to Jesus?

& Jeaiaig (V)

'« How could this story help when =+ Why do you think Jesus did | |+ What did Jesus do?
you are facing difficult times? that? « What happened next?

* What could it mean? « Can you retell the first part of
* What does this show us about the story?
God?

Applying ” Understanding @ Remembering @
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‘ Creating

| Evaluating

i &2 An alys;in,-

| Applying

HE &) __..A
13/07/2023

apted from
the-learning-ex
description/ on
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Lesson |, Adventurers

A long time ago a king wrote these words about
God’s Word, the Bible. What do you think he meant?
How could words be like a light to guide us?

Explore
O A Guiding Light (3-4min) (&) f*1)
Display the PPT slide of Psalm 119:105
. Say: Along time ago a king wrote these words about God'’s Word, the Bible. What do you think he
meant? How could words be like a light to quide us?
J[ ’ If prompts are needed ask: How does light help us? (Helps us not to trip or fall, see what things are

k really like. Helps us feel safe and comfortable.) How could the Bible help us?
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A long time ago a king wrote these words about God’s Word, the Bible.
What do you think he meant? How could words be like a light to guide us?

If prompts are needed, ask: How does light help us?
(Helps us not to trip or fall, see what things are

really like. Helps us feel safe and comfortable.) How
could the Bible help us?

{ ) ! bout God's Word. the Bible What do you think he
L ’  meant? How could words be like a light to guide us?
] If prompts are needed ask. How Joes light help us? (Helps us not [o trip or fall, see what things are
Q ) GOdSpcce really like Helps us feel safe and comfortable ) How could the Bible help |

Explore
O A Guiding Light (3-4min) & f*1)
Display he PPT shide of Psaim 119105



Things to avoid

* Repeating the same question until students answer

* Repeating student’s responses
* Answering one’s own questions
* Encouraging chorus answers

[
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Reference: MacNaughton & Williams (2009) Teaching young children : choices in theory and practice (2nd Edition). Maidenhead, England: Open University Press



Creating Space for Questions

Top Tips
* Foster values that provide a safe place
» Consider your actions & approach

*Use a variety of thinking-skills levels
* Try open-ended & wondering questions
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Question for
Reflection

-




What things should
be consSidered before

responding to
student’s questions?




Things to consider

 Timing

 Student’s understandings

« What prompted the question
* Who you respond to
 Controversial issues
 Learning value

Al
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Resources

Answering Questions
Module 2
Skills for Kids’ Ministry
@  skills for Kids' Ministry
What’s In It?

Short tutorial. VIDEO FIVE:

Examples of - Answering Questions
* What to think about , .

* What to say

:
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Ways to Respond

* In the moment
« Wait

* Prepare a response
» Allocate time or set a routine
e Link with a lesson

« Refer
 To family — controversial issues
* To teacher/school - concerns

Al
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Resources
GodSpace -

God & Me Box

What’s In It?

Guide to recording student’s

questions to return to at a
later time.

1 Cut a postieg Wt n & box Wil 450
Dox @ whea)
?:un‘“""

o wtrg
4 wnte ‘God and Me' on &




How to Respond

* Be Brief Keep the Learning

* Be Biblical Outcome in focus

* Be Choosy » Summarise responses
e Be Respectfu] » nghllght d key point

+ Be Thoughtful related to the topic

Q0
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Questions Without Clear Answers

* Consider the question — who asked it, what prompted it, what
would be most helpful for the student?

* Suggestions -
 Provide one or two points for children to think about.
« Encourage children to pray and ask God to help them understand.
» Share a story about how you might respond (keep it brief and age-
appropriate.)
 Ask the advice of another teacher, pastor or ministry leader.

(3
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Resources

Spotlight on ‘
Responding to R

Crdree

Gexd and 100 we Lt

Children’s Questions B

What’s In It?

* Practical guide
* Summary of session content

. Answers
Questions Without cka.' pe—




Resources

Answers to S
Questions T
Children Ask =

What’s In It?

* Suggested responses to common
questions that children ask
» Brief & age-appropriate language

,,,.,.----—:,'2
w"""‘-.. W
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Controversial

Issues



Controversial Issues

* Note: NSW has a Controversial Issues policy in state-schools

e Possible Issues —

Family types, gender, politics, climate change, evolution, immigration,
baptism, mining, water management, indigenous sacred sites,
vegetarianism, theological expressions

)
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Controversial Issues - Responding

« Acknowledge the question or empathise with the student
« State that there may be different views (if relevant)

« Suggest the student discusses the question at home
 Return to the lesson

Don’t allow discussion of violence, the devil, hell or evil spirits.
Stick to the positive.

(3
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Resources

Spotlight on Responding
to Children’s Questions

 Answers to Questions
Children Ask

Answering Questions
God and Me Box

Study of Special
Religious Education

)
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Resources

Spotlight on =
Responding to Bt A
Children’s Questions o

Find it

» Free Resources https://godspace.org.au/resources/

» Lesson Downloads > All Units > Teaching Resources

» Front of Printed Manual p. 16-17

()
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Resources

GodSpace - |
God and Me Box

i shows afl
C s student parbapabion and
Me box encourages . e
i :::.:l e queastions arv) weas matiel o you u:;:‘t'.'n :.'“-_
,;L;):l‘ gtudents feel combortable parbapabng = class GeoCUsSK)

s 4
God and Me Box =« & great way inchude thesr questions anc
-
deas Y00

shudert A
WIM'-
- mumw-u-ﬁw{:‘ e Oﬂu-u.‘.:
%V ""w”—":: u-mcpunl-- e e d
\ wch can e rred v

Find it

» Free Resources

» https://godspace.org.au/resources/

» Lesson Downloads
» All Units > Teaching Resources
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Resources

1. Be Briet

Answers to
Questions ——
Children Ask | e

Thoughttul Ty 3 o W
e
™~

e T e e .
\ i e i e
» Free Resources The Questions et St e
o T Qe daot 555
» https://godspace.org.au/resources/ \

» Lesson Downloads

» All Units > Teaching Resources

Q0 e 18
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Resources

Answering Questions
Module 2
Skills for Kids’ Ministry -
@ skills for Kids' Ministry
Find it
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vam
eF8ewTcO&t=1s

VIDEO FIVE: 0
.

Answering Questions - y

Q0
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Resources

Study of Special -
Religious Education |=-: = §

- | === | g e 02 { EdU(‘Qf Onspec,‘c/ Re//g/ou
and its value to | =5 = | 2o o
contemporary society | = =/ )

Find it | =
https://ccd.sydneycatholic.org/wp- | < z
content/uploads/2021/10/SRE-executive-summary- k _/ | /
Nov2018.pdf \ - N/
/

Q0 Ny \"@1“\/
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