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• Be Brief 
Keep your answer short to maintain interest and the flow of the 
lesson. 

• Be Biblical 
Where possible, allow children to see where your answer comes 
from in the Bible.

• Be Choosy  
Some questions have more learning potential than others. Focus 
on questions that support student understanding, connections, and 
the lesson aim. 

• Be Respectful 
Be respectful of other points of view.  Ground your statements as 
personal experiences, or from the Bible - ‘I believe’, ‘Christians 
believe’, ‘The Bible says’. Some teachers find it helpful to imagine 
the parents and school principal present in the classroom.

• Be Thoughtful 
Give yourself some time to think by acknowledging ‘That’s a great 
question.’ Clarify the question, and invite the rest of the class into 
the discussion by asking, ‘What do you think?’, ‘What do others 
think?’

Spotlight on Responding to 
Children’s Questions
Children often have many questions about how things work, and 
God and faith are topics which spark children’s curiosity. Providing a 
safe space for student’s questions, or ‘wrestling’ with ideas, support 
student’s identity formation and is one of the benefits of SRE to 
society today.1 

Top Tips

Recording questions to be returned to 
later, is an effective way to acknowledge 
student’s questions without disrupting 
the flow of the lesson.  
See our God and Me Box page for more 
details.

Questions Without Clear Answers
Consider the nature of the question - is this something that children are curious about, 

trying to understand conceptually, or is there a real-life struggle behind it? 
 Some suggestions for responding -

Capturing Questions

 OProvide one or two points for children to think about.

 OEncourage children to pray and ask God to help them understand.

 OShare a story about how you might respond (keep it brief and age-appropriate.)

 OAsk the advice of another teacher, pastor or ministry leader.

1Gross, Z., & Rutland, S. D. (2021). Special religious education in Australia and its value to contemporary society. Springer International Publishing AG.
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Controversial Issues

Acknowledging Questions

Teachers sometimes express concern that responding to questions will move the lesson too far from the 
curriculum and lesson aims. Students’ questions show where they are at on their faith journey and should 
be acknowledged. Practise using the strategies above so that you can keep your lesson on track, whilst 
supporting students’ faith development.

Controversial issues may include (but are not limited to) - 
Family types, gender, politics, climate change, evolution, immigration, baptism

In certain contexts - 
Mining, water management, indigenous sacred sites, vegetarianism 

Theological expressions may also differ among your students. Be aware and sensitive when responding. 
GodSpace lessons stick to core mainstream Christian beliefs.

How to Respond
For these issues, it may not be appropriate to give an answer. 
Instead:

 O Acknowledge the question or empathise with the student

 O State that there may be different views (if relevant)

 O Suggest the student discusses the question at home

 O Return to the lesson

Don’t allow discussion of violence, the devil, hell or evil spirits. Stick to the positive. 

See our website for more fantastic resources including:
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Questions About Heaven

Be very careful when answering these questions. Children may have had experiences of pets or loved ones dying. Families may have different views. Stick to the short 

answers and return to the lesson.

What happens when we die? When we die our life on earth is finished. Our spirit leaves our body and goes to God. Those who  love God live again with God in 

heaven. 

Do animals go to heaven when they die? When Jesus died he made it possible for the whole world to be right with God again, not just people. Even though people are special 

to God, animals are part of heaven too. Even ones that don’t normally get along (like lions and lambs) are at peace together in 

heaven (Isaiah 11:6-7). 

Are ghosts real? 
Spirits are invisible but real and there are good and bad spirits. God is a spirit and God’s Holy Spirit  is more powerful than any other 

spirit. The sort of ghosts you see in movies and TV shows could  just be imagination or evil spirits trying to trick us. People have 

different opinions. The Bible says to stay right away from such things (1 Corinthians 10:20b) but when we trust God we don’t need 

to be afraid of them because God is stronger.  
Will I go to heaven? Because of Jesus, anyone who wants to live under God’s rule, can go to heaven. God wants everyone to live with him in heaven, but 

he lets us choose. 

Will bad people be in heaven? No one except Jesus is good enough for God’s perfect heaven. We’ve all done bad things, but God  forgives and welcomes all those 

who want to live his way. 

Is hell real? 
Heaven is where God rules and hell is the opposite, where there’s nothing of God or goodness at all. Note: Avoid further discussion. 

Return to the lesson.

Where is heaven? 
Heaven is not a place you can go to, like a town or country. Heaven is where God rules and everything is the way God wants. Those 

who belong to Jesus don’t have to worry about how to get there because when they die, Jesus will take them there (John 14:1-3). 
What will we do in heaven? The Bible doesn’t say exactly but it gives pictures about what heaven will be like including - 

• A never ending wedding party for God and his people• A peaceful garden in a beautiful city. • In heaven things will be peaceful, good and right because everyone will do exactly what God wants.
When I die will I become an angel? When we die, the bodies that we have now will change, but we won’t turn into angels. God created  both people and angels to 

serve him, but he made them different. Angels live in heaven with God,  coming to earth when God directs them, to help and protect 

humans. When we go to heaven we’ll  serve God as humans, not angels. 

Some questions may relate to controversial issues and it is important to be careful 
how a response is given. 

‘Answers to Questions Children 
Ask’ -GodSpace Resources (Website) 
: https://godspace.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2021/11/Answering-Ques-
tions.pdf
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Answers to Questions Children Ask

Top Tips for Answering Questions

The Questions

1. Be Brief

Keep your answer short to maintain interest and the flow of the lesson. 

2. Be Biblical 

Where possible, allow children to see where your answer comes from in the Bible.

3. Be Choosey

Some questions have more learning potential than others. Focus on questions that support children’s understandings, connections, 

and the lesson aim. 

4. Be Respectful

Be respectful of other points of view.  Ground your statements as personal experiences, or from the Bible - ‘I believe’, ‘Christians 

believe’, ‘The Bible says’. Some teachers find it helpful to imagine the parents and school principal present in the classroom.

5. Be Thoughtful 

Give yourself some time to think by acknowledging ‘That’s a great question.’ Clarify the question, and invite the rest of the class into 

the discussion by asking, ‘What do you think?’, ‘What do others think?’

Note: Some issues should be avoided due to their controversial nature. Even careful answers can be misinterpreted. Each 

student is only in your class because their parent/guardian allows it. Avoid issues such as hell, evil spirits as well as family 

types, gender and political issues. Acknowledge the child, suggest they discuss it at home, then return to the lesson.

Further resources on answering questions will be available. Check back on our website from time to time.

Page 2: Questions About God & Jesus

Does God know me?

What happens to people who don’t believe in God? 

If you’ve done something really bad, does God still 

like you? 

Why don’t things happen now like in the Bible?

Is God true?

How old is God?

Is God’s power magic?

Where did Jesus get his powers?

Is that picture of God, or Jesus? 

Page 3: Questions About Santa, The Easter Bunny & 

Halloween

Is Santa real?

Is the Easter Bunny true?

Is Halloween bad?

Page 4: Questions About Heaven

What happens when we die?

Do animals go to heaven when they die?

Are ghosts real?

Will I go to heaven?

Will bad people be in heaven?

Is hell real?

Where is heaven?

What will we do in heaven

When I die will I become an angel? 

Page 5: Why doesn’t God stop bad things happening? 

Answering Questions - Module 
2 Skills for Kids’ Ministry:  
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VameF8ewTc0&t=1s


